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confirmation of this view, the author was recently told by
a Colonial cement manufacturer, that he had experienced
considerable trouble in trying to work on these lines, and
had come to the conclusion that his materials, i.e. limestone
and clay, which produced a good damp-pressed brick,
were not suitable for treatment as such extremely dry-
pressed bricks.
Although it is usual to press the damp compo into
bricks immediately it leaves the trough or pug-mill, the
author has met with two instances, one in England and
one on the Continent, where it was the custom to store
the damp compo for a few hours before pressing into
bricks ; it was found that by so doing, the damp powder
produced a firmer and less friable brick, that had con-
siderably less tendency to dust and crumble when loaded
into the kiln. The explanation probably is, that by giving
the clay-material in the compo time to " weather," and
more completely absorb the water, it became more plastic,
and thus cohered better on pressing; the author was
assured that the slight extra labour involved was thoroughly
repaid by the extra toughness of the brick, which was
consequently much more easily handled for loading into
the kiln.
The burning and grinding of the mixed material in the
dry process of manufacture is the same as in the wet
processes, and therefore a detailed description of it would
be mere recapitulation. It has been found, however, that
the clinker produced by the former process is considerably
denser and more difficult of reduction than that produced
by the latter process, the result being that some of the
edge-runner and other patent mills, which had met with
a fair amount of success in the Thames and Medway
districts, were not equally successful in treating the clinker
produced from the Lias formations. This remark applies